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HORIZON EUROPE STRATEGIC PLAN 2025 -2027 
Cluster 6 will contribute to Expected Impacts:

▪ Fostering mitigation of and adaptation to climate change in areas 
and sectors covered by Cluster 6 

▪ Putting biodiversity on a path to recovery, and protecting and 
restoring ecosystems and their services 

▪ Achieving healthy soils and forests, as well as clean air, fresh and 
marine water, whilst ensuring water resilience and the transition 
to a clean, competitive and circular economy and sustainable 
bioeconomy 

▪ Ensuring healthy food and nutrition security by making agriculture, 
fisheries, aquaculture and food systems sustainable, resilient, 
inclusive and within planetary boundaries 

▪ Sustainably developing rural, urban and coastal areas 

▪ Developing innovative governance models and tools enabling 
sustainability and resilience 



▪ In preparation, calls expected to open in 
April/May 2025

▪ Pre-publication scheduled for March

▪ 7 destinations:

CLUSTER 6 WORK PROGRAMME 2025

1. Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services 
➢ e.g. taxonomy approaches, in-situ biodiversity observations, 

ecosystem restoration, breeding, biodiversity and agriculture,…

2. Fair, healthy and environmentally-friendly food systems from primary 
production to consumption

➢ e.g. plant health, animal breeding, crop breeding, aquaculture, 
nutrition, food safety food waste,…

3. Circular economy and bioeconomy sectors 
➢ e.g. ecodesign of products, circular solutions, consumption patterns, 

digitalisation, bio-based systems, bioprospecting,…



4. Clean environment and zero pollution 
➢ e.g. air pollution, emerging pollutants from bio-based industries, biotechnology in 

remediation, aquatic litter pollution, marine pollution, pollution from food and drink 
industries…

5. Land, oceans and water for climate action 
➢ e.g. health of oceans, changing agroecological environment, air pollutants from 

agriculture, resilience of water systems, …

6. Resilient, inclusive, healthy and green rural, coastal and urban communities
➢ e.g. demographic trends and housing in rural areas, coastal communities in the 

Atlantic, sustainable food system transformation, … 

7. Innovative governance, environmental observations and digital solutions in support of 
the Green Deal

➢ e.g. bioeconomy networks, environmental observing systems, polar observation 
systems, digital twins, … 



WP 2025 – GENERAL OVERVIEW



▪ Cascade funding, also known as Financial Support for Third Parties (FSTP) 

▪ Starts from an ongoing project on which the beneficiaries can be added during the course of the 
project.

▪ The current list is available here

▪ Examples:

➢ FARMTOPIA
• goal: co-create and test smart solutions for small and medium farms
• applicants: 2 entities formed by an Agricultural Digital Solutions (ADSs) provider (SME) + 

end-user (small or medium farm)
• deadline 7th Jan 2025

➢ OpenAgri
• goal: development of agricultural digital solutions
• applicants: 2 entities formed by an Agricultural Digital Solutions (ADSs) provider (SME, 

university, research institute, non-profit organization) + end-user (farm, farm structure, farm 
cooperative or other agrifood production organisation or company representing farms)

• deadline 2nd Dec 2024

HORIZON EUROPE CASCADE FUNDING – DO NOT MISS 
OPPORTUNITY

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/calls-for-proposals?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=startDate&isExactMatch=true&type=8&status=31094501,31094502&frameworkProgramme=43108390
https://farmtopia.eu/open-call/
https://horizon-openagri.eu/open-call/


CLUSTER 6 
SUCCCESSFUL 
PARTICIPATIONS

Source: Eureopean Commission – eCORDA Grants – 
23.08.2024, prepared by Vladimír Vojtěch, TC Prague



EUROPEAN PARTNERSHIPS



FUTUREFOODS - EUROPEAN PARTNERSHIP FOR 
SUSTAINABLE FOOD SYSTEMS

▪ kick-off in June 2024

▪ co-funded partnership with 87 partners from 29 countries

▪ aim: to accelerate the development of sustainable food systems by mobilising
European research and innovation toward that goal

▪ planned actions:

✓ open calls for research and innovation

✓ development of Living Labs

✓ creation of new European food system observatory

✓ organisation of several knowledge sharing events

https://www.futurefoodspartnership.eu/


FUNDING & TENDER OPPORTUNITIES PORTAL
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/home 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/home


▪ Horizon Europe project (CSA) gathering cluster 6 
NCPs

▪ 26 partners around Europe

▪ Aim: to empower NCPs in Cluster 6 to provide 
highly qualified support services

✓ raising the general standard of services of NCPs, 
sharing good practices, performing outreach 
activities

➢ barriers for applicants to participation will be 
lowered

➢ overall quality of submitted proposals will be 
increased

▪ external newsletter, subscription on 
https://care4bio.eu

CARE4BIO – CLUSTER 6 NCP NETWORK

https://care4bio.eu/


▪ department of the EC

▪ provides independent evidence-based knowledge and science 

▪ support for EU policies

▪ works closely with research and policy organisations in the MS, 
European agencies, scientific partners

▪ 2 800 staff, > 50 large scale research facilities

▪ Knowledge and competence centres (10 centres)
➢  Knowledge Centre for Global Food and Nutrition Security

• a one-stop source of curated information
• shared understanding of the facts 

➢ Knowledge Centre for Food Fraud and Quality
• databases, monthly reports, testing methodology, …

▪ portfolio approach (33 portfolios)

JRC – JOINT RESEARCH CENTRE

https://knowledge4policy.ec.europa.eu/global-food-nutrition-security_en
https://knowledge4policy.ec.europa.eu/food-fraud-quality_en


Laboratories and facilities

➢Food Contact Materials Laboratory

➢Nanobiotechnology Laboratory (open acces 
– regular calls)

Scientific tools

➢Flavourings, Additives, and food Contact 
materials Exposure Tool (FACET)

➢JRC Nanomaterials Repository

Examples of activities

➢Food and feed safety, Food authenticity and 
quality, Food contact materials, GMOs, 
Nutrition, Organic food and sustainable 
agriculture, … 

PORTFOLIO 11: SUSTAINABLE FOOD SYSTEMS

▪ JRC vacancies

▪ JRC Science Flash for You

https://joint-research-centre.ec.europa.eu/laboratories-z/nanobiotechnology-laboratory_en
https://data.jrc.ec.europa.eu/collection/id-00139
https://joint-research-centre.ec.europa.eu/jrc-science-and-knowledge-activities/sustainable-food-systems_en
https://recruitment.jrc.ec.europa.eu/vacancies
https://joint-research-centre.ec.europa.eu/jrc-newsletters_en
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